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EMPLOYMENT AND NON-RURAL INDUSTRIES 
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Employinent - New South Wales. 


; The number of wage and salary earners working in non-rural 
industries increased by 90,000 during the war years - from 598,000 
Maly 1959) to 768,000 (guly 1945). During the main demobilization 
period (August 194.5 to January 19,7) wage ecarners innon—rural 
bndustries increased by a further 114,000 to 902,000. During 
approximately this period, the number of Wage earners in rural industry 
increased by 24,000 - from 40,000 (March 1945) to 64,000 (March 1917). 
MALES: 

During the present year employment in non-rural industry 
has increased at an average rate of 3,750 per month. During this 
period an average of 1,000 men per month were discharged from the 
services, and it is likely that about two-thirds of these, with some 
of the men discharged in 1946, entered employment in 194.7. In 
addition, several hundred Reconstruction trainees have entered 
cmployment cach month in recent months. 


Up to the end of September, 191447 about 6,600 full time 
trainces had completed their courscs; about 6,500 (5,800 men and 
700 women) were still undergoing full time technical courses and 
about 4,600 full time University courses,| 


During 1947, approximatcly 21,000 youths will commence 
work for the first time - many of them as soon as they attain age 
fifteen. These will be partly offset by deaths or retirement of 
wage earners but it is also possible that oldcr men who had retired 
or had been resting after the war are being re-attractcd into 
cmployment by favourable conditions. ; 


FEMALES; 
After rising from 168,000 in 1939 to a wartime »veak of 
258,00Gr late in 1943, the number of female wage carners (other 
than in private households) fell to 238,000 in December, 1915. 
eaaee that Gate there has becn an inerease of 19,000 to 25/7, 000 
im September, 1917. 


Lt is cvident that attractive wages and conditions are 
inducing many womcn who did not work for wages in pre-war ycars to 
do so now. 


Shortages of female labour are still acute in most 
industries and the practice of oart-—time cmployment is cxtending. 
In the first half of 1947 female employment increased by only about 
3,000. In the threc months July to Septcmber (following the 
introduction of the forty-hour-weck undcr State awards) the incrcase 
was 5,000. 


EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES 


(Excluding cmploycrs, unpaid helpers, and workcrs on own account, ) 


-Aug. 


Month 


WAGE AND SALARY EARNERS IN GMPLOYMENT : | 
Rural | Domes- | All Other Wage Harners ' Men from N.S. W. 
“" | ties.(a)j (excl, Rural & Domestics) | in Armcd Forces | 


Bee Medes womnles | Mates {Femolos {Total | 


GF IE OE ONG aS Seo os MN emake eke eme len ass ods 
1939-July Cth. | 52 530 168 698 6~ 
788 22h 


| 
| 
1945-July hO(b) | 19) Satlde St i ely | 
1946-July | 63(d) | 20 oe | ae a 50 | 
1947-Jen. 53 | 2h9 7 902 =) 30 
i... 655 | 29 + 90h | 28 
SMearch | 64(>) | 662 | 251 913 | 27 
~April | | ee5 | on a1 | 26 
~May | 668 | 252 920 25 
-June | 6x2 | 252 Qe | ah 
~July 677 | 253 930 | 23 
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NOTE: 


Owing to time lag in obtaining actual records, the cstimates for 
recent months arc subjcct to revision, 
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COMMONWEALTH EMPLOYMENT SERVICE (N.S. W. ) 


Ry The number of men secking jobs through Commonwealth 
Employment Scrvice offices has fallen from 12,900 in January. 
Tone, Go 5,800 in pee? while the number of unfilled vacancics for 
men notificd by employers rosc during thc samc period froin 9, (00_ to 
ie 500, The Ue ake Os Vo ee registorcd fer Juvenile: workers 
and for women is scveral timcs as le irge as the numbcr of thosc 
sccking Saoleenead in these groups. Taking juvenile cnd adult 
groups togethcr, the number of FEsistrations for placement has 
fallen from 16,200 to 8,200 between Janucry and Scptomber, 194.7 
while vacancics notificd hevce risen from oh, OO ts 30,300. @he 
numbcr of mon recciving uncmoloymcnt pene “its has fallen trom 
Si, 200. to 900. 


Although all vacancies and all unplaced workers are not 
registered the totals registered clearly indicate that the shortage 
of labour which during 1945/6 mainly referred to juvenile ane 
female labour now also extends in an inercasing degree to male 
labour. Numbers registered as tunplacca! inelude many in cmploynent 
which thoy wish to change. The number of those who could be 
immcdiately absorbcd into cmployment is probably much highcr than 
the number of vacancics registercd. 


REGISTRATIONS WITH COMMONWEALTH EMPLOYMIN! SERVICE, NiiWW SOUTH WALES. _ 
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<a JUVENILES ADUL'IS Unemployment | 
End of Males Females | Males i Females ji Beneficiarics 
Month Un= Vacan Un-  jVacaniUn—-  (Vacan Un—  (Vacan a 


laced -cics placed ,-cics ‘placed: Tine 2 Laced ea + Male Fomalc | 
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| Jul. | 0.7 | 2.6 | 0.5 8) 6.9 (12.8 | 4.2, 7.0) (jor 
| mee | 0.7 | 2.7 | 0.5 WS Goh 6 s-2° 4252.8. > te) 7 Sal lee ce 
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EMPBLOYMaiT IN Li ih IDUSTR KS: 


The growth of sccondary industries is shown in the 
expansion of factory cmploymont from 218,000 or 31% of total 
employment in July, 1939 to 342,000 or 46% jf Ge, tobe ler 
September, 1947. Employment in the building industrics has riscn 
from 3, 900 ¢ et the cnd of the war and 46,000 in July, 196 to 
58,400 in Scptember, 1947 but hes now yeu regained the pre-war 
Level (e200. in duly, 1939). he rise in transport cmployment in 
reccnt months is mainly due to) an increase in the number engagcd in 
road transport. Retail trade cinpl oymont which hed fallen from 
yen0O0 in July, 1939 to 67,700 in July, 1945 has now risen Go 
eo7000, The statis of panks , insurance offices and wholesale 
trading firms,which were rcduccd during the war, now also greatly 


excced the pre-war level. 
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EMPLOYEES II MAIN INDUS'TRILS; 
Thousands — g = Males and 


a zal d Females coubine 5d) 
Build— ‘mining | Trai Comm Profcs aS 5/1) ween 
ee . Factor ing & | and port Retall:-cree ea Othcr Wage & 
, Month =108 (Com Suarry and Trode and & Per- Selary 
; istruct ; -ing ‘Communi Fin- Sonal Harners 
ee | ion cation  _—s:ance Services! (a) 
Bee 216.0 27h | 25.3 ° 88.9 79.9 59.3, 107.6 | 56.5. 697.9 
Bee dl. 502.5 54.9 | 24.9 100.5 67.7 56.71 115.4 | 85.5 787.9 
SS scv. Beto O) 625.9",, 110.2 81.5. 72.5 430,51 815, 868.4) 
ems 0,/ | 20,8 ' 111.1 86.3 75.81 1355.4 841.5) 896.9 
eee (00.1 26.6 | 110.9 | 89:4 775.9 ; 136.0 | 61.8 898.4 
sen. | 529.4 51.9 | 26.5 ' 112.1 86.9 76.2, 136.8 82.1) 901.9 
a Bee e. 55.9 “" 26,5 Mir OSS. 17 oO se es: O22 905.16 
| Ma Dep Or 2055 At 2e5 85.7 (28 + ASI. Oe 62.81, 91a 
ae. Beso, 9) eo | Adthes 86,2777. 7) 139:6 \° 83.) <915, 08 
Mey) Soot 50.2 | 26.6 1) 114.7 | 86.49: 78.2) 139.5 83.8) S19,5 | 
ooo Do. | 26.67 115.6 1.87.1 | 78.6) 459.5.) Bid) 925.9 || 
: Jul, | eye y aoe ra®) | 26.9 td See! tae 7 eo 75.0 TWHODO |) Oly, Or 8 O2onoms 
| pe | Slee iO ee (.0 4 Ab 8 87.9 Foc) Ue hehe Ose 
| Sep. |. 32. 0 58. We ate AGG 69.0160, 2) ie Ot Gl a soem 
iperiationts) | Pts al iend oie ae ae Mets eer 
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\Sep. (47 Taal BIN 5+7. it hes @r6 | oe me 2, vd. I! +6.6 : oe spe igi 2 | 
July'h5 to | : | | 
Isep.'H7 +39, 7423. 5 ae 5 eo anal era HO1. 5th 2 OF +26.6 | -1.2;+152.2 | 


Excluding rural workers 
CP) denotes inecrcasc, 
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EMPLOYEES IN FACTORIES; 
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The Main 2nereass an factory cmolloyient in 


NeW SOUYH Waius. (a) 


private houscholds. 


reecnt months 


as becn in the metal trades. . Bricks, cement and glass works which 
represent the main supplicrs of building matcrinis increased their 
sta Eeeeerom 40,400 an July, 19l)5 to 15,700 in duly, 1946 and 
B,e00 in Scptciibcr, 1947. 
FACTORY EMPLOYEES (2): NE SOUTH WALES 
- calls da le Rhotsands) 7 Re Seemann = 
: sae Mie eee eee ee ee 
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Excluding working proprietors. 


EMPLOYiisi7! OF FEMALES: 


BE ROC Total employiuent of women rose in September by 1, JOO" to 
290,900, the highest level reached since 1943. There have “been 

rises in all industries Guring the »ast twelve months, in particular 
in factories and in service industries (waitresses ete. ) 


TITLE fA afl yao pT ~ h 5 eee ae 2 Be ees e 
FEMALE EMPLOYEES Ili MAI. INDUSTRIES: NEw SOUTH WALES. 


(Thousands) _ 
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‘ ‘Transport Commerce Profess Tork 
Month - Pactories | and Retail and ional Other Female Wage 
eee Trade | Finance Personal and Salary | 
= RE (oss 0 0 ies tee Services ___—_sBarners (a) 
Be-uly = 59.3 eS Oe ERS 10,2. | Wer, 1,0 Pocono 
feo-duly | 85.7 Aplin 5 Bie 5) 244 69.6 46.4 26.7 
Pee-iuly | 83,2 es) 59.5.2 2s io. 5 Woo Db 5..0 
Mev, | - 65.6 122 44.3 B20 75.6 42.8 21975 
wee, | 65.0 eo ee 21.8 1506 12.9 » 25007 
49h7- dem, | , Shi.0 heen hoe) 247 15, OL AGA OT 2S 
Rep,  , 65.1 Weley HOLS 220 (eo esl eo 
Wen) 86.4 Aes Lo. 5 Oe (6.0) 45.2) “25dee 
pes, | 85.3 Vey 4.0.6 20) Lied. tone | Boies 
May he 8556 ae NO 7a Be Tie Oo tortion, E25 
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July 6652) 4 Ho hO.9 22,3 Tie 1 SuGy Beaen 
| fies | OG, 7 | 13.0 ii 4 227 70.2) 13-7 2o5ehe se 
| epee 67.4 | 13.4 PS 25.0 (ierpsuimalerec) ee 5c. 
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Variation b) nari mm nate gros ee 
liov'lh6 to | : 
[sept 47 Ma! ao ee ee 2.9 40,6) tea 
ouay iS to | | 
1S I Oe ee Pe Oe eg Os i oS el alee On 
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& Extluding rural Workers and female doniestiee in private househe 
(+) denotes increase, (-) denotes decreas 


™he main change in the factory employment of women during 
the first post-war year was the fall of 6,100 in the number employed 
mrbhae metal trades concurrent with a rise of 4,300 in the clothing 
industries (July 1645 and 1946). Since then employment of women 
im the clothing industry has riscn by a further 2,400 and minor 
imereases havc occurred in the textiles, furniture and printing 
industrics. 


FEMALE EMPLOY25S IN FACTORIZS: NeW SOUTH WALES. 


q Ee ise Si Sa 
ey oso fobs  10N6. I ee 
ei _saly THaty Jaly Way June _“July Aig. [Sept 
Sridls,cement,glass,etc. .5 . .8| .7, .6 .8 .8 .8; 8] 
Piemicais,paints,oils,etc. 2.7 Li 0 i hy, Det eel ten cb reoltt he Ls Wee ea LE 
Metal trades(Including | : ? | | 
Genieles) 7148 | 1956 (15,5 91209 515,015.41 | oe ee 
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irc 4,6 me er | 2, Cr, 2,0! 2y0) |) 2,0" ee 
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| Total Female Factory | Q ie | ae ig | | 
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BUILDING MATERIALS - N.S. W. 


Pes there has been a pronounced rise in the OUbpuL- OF Tae 
principal building materials during the Septcmbcr quarter of VOLL/, 
Brick production is now approaching the pre=wer level, Production of 
terracotta tiles is about 12 per ccni. grcatcr than in 1938-39, end 
production of cemcnt tiles and metal tiles is also incrcasing. 
Production of asbestos coment shcets is 80 vcr CCnt. Prearer Chad 22 
fo--5? ahd still rising, =§==8 i 


_——_____ PRODUCTION OF BUILDING MATERIALS, NEW SOUTH WALZS, 


PERIOD | i TER RA COTTA IAS BEST OS TIMBER ~~ 
tee ————______ {| BRICKS | TILES __|CEMENT SHEETS! Local sawn | 
| | Millions ; Thousands (000 Squ.Yds. | Mill.Super Pt. 
1946 Sept.Quartor | 61.17%! 5, 47uhgsl~ 2,3384% | 51.7 

(1947 June Quarter | 69,86. 4s 737¥y9%. 2,422 : bzs9 

4947 Sept.guarter | 81.9 71 


| Quarterly Average 


S598] 2,594 | 62.3 stay, 
| i 
Ee aan S15 61) Reale Oe /016 es Pa Ee | 30.0 : 
(a) Two months, July/August, 190; April/May, 1947; July/August, 19h7; 
Average for two months 1938/39, 


Local timber output is now twice as great as in 1938-39. 
Imports from overscas were about 200 mill. supcr fect in the yeer 
1938-39 and 67 mill. super fcet in thc year 1946-7. The rato at 
which supplics of timber were becoming available is roughly as follows- 


eee ee ok od 


_ Local Pro“ Imports of Timber | Total Supply ~ 
, duction of | from 44 cla) 


__. Sawn Timber jOversea_{ Intcr-State| New South Wales 
miliion superfreet 


498839 180% | = 200 | 23 | O3 
Nei 1 OMe ye 6 Vi 1 ee eae) Dik: 2 in ORE 
Estimate, 


HOUSE BUILDING, NEW SOUWH WALES: 


The following is a summary of revised totals to Junc, 197 
and preliminary figures for Scotcmbcr quarter, 197. The Lacunes 
have been derived by combining data from Locel Government Bodies, 
Water Boards, Builders, and the Census of 19l7:- 


HOUSES ~_gUARTURLY VOPALS, 1946 and 1947. 
(Private and Government opcrations combincd; including owner 
builders but excluding military hut conversions. Figurcs to 
December, 1946 are approximations, ) 
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Houses 


PERMITS issucd 


_by Local UNDER 
Quarter endcd Councils plus | Houses ' Houses CONSTRUCTION 
Government ‘COMMENCE COM. LaTid at end a 
a eer Comiracies Let. Tl eee ee cae 
' 1946 = March Di LO 3, (00 = ag gO {,000 
- June Le O59 OO i i OO, OO 
- September | T2500 Le GOe | 2.9700) 11 3 VOo 
- December | 6,197 4, 000 3,400 Toe 
| | | 
1947 - March 6,444, 4, 301 | 2h 2o | 15219 
- June (3318 | 4,819 | BSS | eo ee 
- September(d)| 20 eee Oe 3h9L | 16,318(a) 


i | | 


at 


————---—|—__-__—- ms : Se 
a) "Under Construction" includcs some occupied uncomplctcd houses. 
D) Pigures for September Quarter 1947 are subject to revision, 


Ge 
GAS & ELECTRICILY CONSUMPTION, Sydney. 


Consumption of gas and electricity is now 73 per cent 
greater than in 1938-39. ‘hree-fifths of the increase of 7% per cent. 
occurred during the six war years and two-fifths of it during the 


two post-war years. Since 1938, metropolitan population has 
expanded by 15%. 


i _INDEX _ OF GAS _AND ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION, ol DNEY 
_Seasonally eee Monthly Average 1937-3 39° Sak, 


_Yyearly Average Index | Monthly _ Average _ lndex 
| 1938-39 10, |19L7, May ne Sia 
1944-15 i June 168 | 
1945-16 sae July We eas 
1946-47 L. er August oe 
| ABties  ae 2 e September AL 


INDUSYRIAL DISPUTES - N.S. 


Only minor disputes affected industries other than coal 
during September. In the first five months of 1947 time lost by 
industrial disputes in coal mining greatly excceded the average of 
1946, In the threc months June, July, August, time lost was 
considerably bclow avcrage, but in Scptcmber time lost again 
exceeds the average. 


INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES - NEW SOUTH WALLS. 
Thousand Man-days lost 


Annual ~ Coal ' Other | Monthly “Goat ~-— Other 
i Averages | Mining’ Employment, Total |} Avcragcs Mining Employment Total 
1974-18 E20 tT BOS it o>, TOL Sot Teecre BT em 
ro919 Bice! © r8op 2,133 ele Jan,-March 6 158 20h, 
1920 320 1,980 2,300 | ° April 3 24 ee 
15 /—39 47h ATO 1 Old May Bot) il) om 
19L.0—L.h. 483 328 811 Junc 12 19 sa 
194.5 io 50 1,249 1,879 July 26 oh : > 156] 
191.6 1 299 ote 1. 916. 1 August ks 9 pA RG 
meer September | 30 i 3 ee 
COAL, IRON © SUZEL PRODUCTION: 


Allowing for annual holidays & ether broken pcriods, an 
average weekly output of 250,000 tons of coal per working week would 
be required to provide the minimum of 12 million tons per year 
required from New South Wales mincs. During the first four full 
working months of 1947 (February to May) thc average weekly outout 
was only 200,000 tons. From June to August production was approximactc 
-~ly 250,000 tons pcr weck. Although this reached average wceckly 
requircmonts it did not suffice to replenish stocks that had been 
depleted carlicr in thc year. To mect this position and accumulate 
stocks for the period of 3 wccks when mines will be closed for 
annual holidays (Xmas-New Year), it was arrangcd that, commencing 
15th September (Northern and Westcrn dis tricts) and on 20th September 
(Southern districts),miners would work on altcrnate Saturdays until 
Deecmbcr 20th. Production in Scptembcr, however, (251,000 tons 
per weck)did not provide any reserve over minimum roquiremcnts. 
Industrial disputes on the Northern ficlds caused scrious losses 
apparcntly cqualling the additional production from back-Saturday 
shifts. 


Production for the first 40 weeks of 194.7 totalled 
8.55 million tons, as compared with 8.26 million tons for the same 
period of 1946, thc grcatcr part of the inercasc coming from opcn-cut 
mincs (525,000 tons in 1946 and 697,000 tons in 19li7). The output 
for thc forty wecks vcriod corrcsponds to an annual output of about 


11 million tons. 


ie 


Iron and stccl production showcd improvement during July, 
August and SeCVLeMber but Stild falls for short of requirements. 
Shortage of transport is delaying shipments of stccol from Newcastic 
and Port Kembla, 


Ve 


ae Wicekly Avorages ~ thousand tons) ea 
- ae rer ee PUG 180M... be keen 
| Period “Under- ‘Open Cut Total Nos. J. Whyalia | 1NGOs Syaan 
ws %. ground | biel 
fo939 ot SS ee ae 
49l,0-1 9L4h, 2 RE 6 a 2a ae ah. y 
1945 PART 40: Ww 24997 48.5 i - Ba4 
19446 | 201 | 145 | 216 |: 16.5 258 Doe. 
iM947(2) Jon, ~liarehi Tol 1 i ae We | eee ee a 4.2 | 22,0 | 
. April | 48h, Wits omen 17.3 dio 20.9 
| May 181 12 Pb 934 (See) Les DOF 
| June | 225 ee ONG A af nS 2o 
| July 226 | oie Seve <i 20.3 Bult, A 20.5 | 
| August 228 | A | 2h9 Wes eS it Meee Pes) | Ze ) 
| September | 228 | Powe 25d 248i 6 EAE ay 
: erly average of four or six weeks periods cnded during month shown, 


Production in Whyalla S.A., most of which used in N.5.W. steelworks, 


NEW SOUTH WALES RAILWAYS: 


The incrcase in rail farcs and freight rates which came 
into force on the 13th August, 1947 has not diminished the volume 
@f traffic, Both passenger and goods traffic in September, 1947 were 
higher than in comparative months of carlicr years. Gross carnings 
in September rosc to £3,05 millions, as against £2.45 millions in 
July, 1947, the last month before the rise in charges came into 
Srrceet, and £2.53 millions in September, 4946. Working expenses 
continue to increase. For the Scptembcr quartcr, 1947 gross carnings 
excocoded working expenses by £1.2 millions, that is about £350,000 
less than in the September quartcr of 196. 


NEW SOUTH \vAL0S GOVERNMENT RAILWAYS. 
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___Three Months ended September | Month of Scptcmber____: 
|Year iPasscngcer : Goods Gross ! Working!! Passcnger |, Goods Gross | 
-__jJourncys| _—s_—i“ Cc arnings _Expcnscs | Journcys | worn ings 
[millions Mil, tone) mill, 9 Smili. |  miliionsmilltons |) sini 
Meee eo | 3648 | 4.70) | B55 15.5 | 0. 88 debe 
SS I ee (16 a a oh | 21h | 4.30 26a 
mo415; 64.6 ly, 35 | Yisee) | 6. 09 1 DPS An S| 
Sewemon 5 ok | 8.39 | ee OO 


GOVERNMENT TRAMS AND BUSES (Sydncy and Neweastilc ) 


Sinec tram and bus farcs were inercased (1st July, 19447) 
passenger traffic in Sydney and Newcastle has decreased. The total 
number of passengers carricd in both citics during the Septcmber 
quarter of 1947 was 117.8 millions, or about 17.5 millions less than 
during June quarter and 13.5 millions less than during September 
quartor of 1946. In Sydncy the number of passengers Which had 
averaged 41.3 millions per month in the June quarter of (947, fois 
to 36.6 millions in July, 36 millions in August, and 34,6 millions 
in Scptember, while in Newcastle after a fall an duly and august the 
numbor increased in September to the lcvel of carlicr months. This, 
however, Was concurrent with scsqui~ centenary cclcbrations in 
Neweastlc. 

The inercasc in fares has raiscd gross carnings on trams 


Pee bucce from £1.5 millions in 1946 to £1.9 millions in 1947 
(Scotember quartcrs) in spite of thc fall in traffic, but the 


et en 


8. 


greater part of this increase Was required to meet the rise in 
working expenses A surplus of gross earnings over working 
expenses amount ing to 278, 000 was realised in 194.7 as against a 
deficit of £25,000 in 4946 (September quarters). 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVURNMENT TRAUS AND BUSHES - SYDNSY AND NSVCASTLE, 


| Three Months cnded September [| —s—‘<C‘;7;C] Month of Geptember 
Year Passenger. Gross ‘working ng | Passenger | Gross Working Net | 
Journeys Earnings ;Expens es | Journeys jEarnings |Expcnscs ' Harnings | 
gL) SS Se (So 2) Ea eee eee Or ee es: 
a Pmiittons = £000 | S000 ¢ millions!’ £000 | £000 2OOG) on 
1938 Cg. 2 | 1,026 | F101! BOLO. 2. 36 Rien ne 
eee me > | Ket | 1,h50 | 0 kt | OG} et 
mets o | 1,505) 4,528, | bho | 502 | 510 Pel Rsey © 
Help Mier 1.68504 A807. 38.3 | 633 591 pee, 
Excluding passengers not travclling beyond thc aeaney Renney 


(3 


Bridge Seeuron, 
Excluding depreciation and debt charges. 
Available to mcet debt charges. Deficit in 196. 


MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTRATIONS: 


the lag in the manufacture of bodies for imported, ehassis 
and inter-state transport dclays which held up SoG ees of new 
cars carly this year seem to have becn overcome, as indicated by 
ene Frise in the number of new vehicles ead during the 
September quartcrs But new registrations arc still about 25% below 
the pre-war level, and the numbcr of cars on the register 
(20k, 900 at the ond of September, aa remains also below the prc- 
war Pigurcs(218, 700 at outbreak of war). New restrictions on imports 
are cxpectcd to reducc the importation of new car chassis by two-thirds, 
The cxtent of the demand for new cars is indicated by thc number of 
applications to the Road Transport Department. About 25,/00 
applications were considered in September and 1,200 relecascd, lcaving 
a balance of about 24,500 applications dcforrcd. to the next month. 


berries & Utilities 


Registrations of new lorrics (including utilities, vans 
and tractors) have stcadily inercascd during the current year and 
figures for the Scptembcr quertcr arc well above the level of 1938-39. 
The numbcr of lorrics on the register reached a new high 
with 120,100 ¢ at the end of Scotember but esas ihigheth abjey 155 
mere than at outbreak of wor the expansion of motor oe an 2nd 
the necd for replacement of worn-out vchicles has so inercased “tho 
domand for new lorrics that the Department of Bea Transport still 
held about 13,000 applications for new lorrics at the end of 

Septembcr. 


aa REGISTRATION OF MOTOR VEHICLES, NEW SOUTH WALES ; 
ae W QI SPE CIVILIAN VEHICLES 
Period yee a aaa se ee eee _ ON REGISTER x ome 
| Cars LOrrics ; Cars Lorrics 
=z neg) oes ee) Se ee a ee pe homa iss (ayaa Jute ACD), eee Tota tal, 
ja ae | | 000 000 "000 
| 1938- ly Average)1,718 | 660 | 2,378 | 218. 7xx | 78. 7x%| 297. 4x 
135, aes om i 26 | 201 | Bey | 188.4 | 86,1 alee 
1946 - August sig 621) elo oe C22 eee 
1947 - May | oe peokO i t,75 20050 2 trey 315.6 : 
June | 887 bo7 Viele W201 be 1 to ee 
July ae 261 :, 783 2, OLN 20225 TA 7a DEA ue 
August tet ple) 718 | 1,668 204.6 | i hor. 6 eee 
meee | September _ elt i ee ore Oe ee ae Og ee Sob cha 
Se taciuding “motor buses and cabs. (b) Including ee vons & tractors 


x At end of month xx At 31st August, 1939. 


PORT OF SYDNEY; 


the weight of inward cargo handlcd in the Port of Sydney 
in the year endcd June, 1947 totalled 4.88 million tons or ncarly 
a million tons loss than in 1G4u—h5, but a considerable rise in 
imports from overscas and shipucnts from othcr Australian ports 
during the Scptcmber quarter of 1947 brought it bac! bee iolemelchilyediat 
war-time levcl for thet period. The fall. from 670, 0 tons to 
277;000 tone Cee tneG? quartcrs, 1946 and 1947) in Ge volumc of 
cargo shipped to overscas ports is mainly duc to lower shipments 
of wool and wheat, During 1946-7 large quantitics of wood feo 
earlier clips ("old wool") whieh had bécn sold but Rept in Tocal 
stores during the war were shippcd to Englend and Amcriec, while 
cxports now coiic mostly from current production. 


SHIPPING CARGO IN THE PORT OF SYDNEY 
Thousaz and tons) 


Period OVERSEA | INPERSTATE | INTRA STATE . TOTAL 
ets ee imerd cargo. eee 
(your 1938~39 i 2,005 Wa new 1,896 aa 2s) 
1944-45 | 2570 4°485 | ae ' 5,850 
194.5-46 ieee oye) Linki) 13457 | 12580 \ Dees 
— 19L.6—L pee ee Ones ae eas ai 1c A eS Aef10., eo eae 
| 1946, July-Scptembcr r| 458 297 | 158 : Teo aes 
ee duly=September| 669 | B15 0D 
ees Ottward Cergo 
ear 1938-39 eos. 798 34.0 2, Deuen 
194-5 ae ZO ein al 602 i 2 Ol aes 
1945-16 ee | hay ii52 2B 
1946-7 1.965 a 82 eee 


| 1946, July- Soptember; 670 | Ay, 49 
En ase eeeer [ae ea ES A le 
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PART Ii: FINANCE AND TRADE. 
NINE TRADING BANKS 


ee So th Wal es. 


7 Between 1939 and 1946 (September quarter averages) 
trading bank deposits in New South Wales more than doubled because 
of Government expenditure for war and post-war purvoses. This 
Popes ton has ceased over the past year and the level of deposits 
wea September Quartcr 194.7 was approximately the same as a year 
previously. The fluctuations from£249 millions in April, 1947 
tO £257 Millions in July and August and £242 millions in September 
are largely due to seasonal movements. 


The post-war rc-expansion of banks' advances to customers 
has been very strong over the past twelve months. Aftcr falling 
from £123 millions in 1939 to £85 millions in 1944 (September 
quarters) advances rose by £10 million in the first 12 months 
following the end of the war and by £28 million in the next 12 months 
ended Scptember. 1947. Howcver, in proportion to bank deposits 
and in view of the risc in price levels, the volume of business 
financed by the bank advances at present is substantially smaller 
than before the war. 


NINE TRADING BANKS, DEPOSITS AND ADVANCES IN N.S.W. 
Weckly Average -—- & millions 


, Quarter . ; : 

_ ended Deposits ‘Advances, Month | Deposits : Advances if 
September a i 194 194.7 1946 1947: 
m 1959 415 i 23 ' March 239 2) iy ae 85 08 
| 1943 172 Pe Oly | Apres po 250 BUG Se BGs Simao 
me oly 20, 85 | May ees) Bh6— 3 9 (BB. fae AalaG, 
| 1945 220 | 86 | June ee 250 oh) sells oe Ed eee 

| 1946 ie) 256 | 96 | July Nes, ae es Ob: . Ne Aen 

| aeey ie 2256 i 42h ' August pa 2360 a) 2am 95 | 12h 


a | September | 239 | 22 | 7 ize 


eu) t. Poa 13. a: 


After a fall from £659 millions in April, 1917 
to £629 millions in August,trading bank deposits in Australia rose 
to £639 millions in September. This movement synchronised with 
a substantial reduction in bank notes held by the public but is 
partly due to seasonal factors. - a contraction of deposits during 
the winter months followed by an expansion during the export season. 
The seasonal rise this year, however, was more marked than in 
pre-war years because of the rising trend in advances, Advances 
to customers in September totalled £316 millions as compared with 
£308 millions in August, 1947 and £2h millions in Septembcr 196, 
The expansion of private lending was accompanied by a steady 
reduction in the banks' holdings of Government loans and treasury 
bills and by a release of funds from the banks' Special Accounts 
with the Commonwealth Bank. These Special Accounts were equivalent 
to 43% of customers! deposits carlicr in the current year as 
compared with 37% in September 194.7. During that month the amount 
of special deposits held by the Commonwealth Bank was over £50 
millions less than the maximum that could have been requircd under 
the Banking Act of 1945. That is the largest margin not called in 
since the cnd of thc war but it was curtailed toward the end of 


October 1947. 


The banks increased their cash holdings by £5 millions 
to £46 millions in September, yet the ratio of cash and treasury 
bills to deposits is now 9 per cent comparcd with the pre-war 
level of 16%. But the whole banking situation is markedly 
diffcrent. In pre-war ycars about two-thirds of customers’ 
dcposits were on fixcd tcrms (cs comparcd with about one-third now) 


AAs 


and the trading banks held more London Funds, 


over one third (37 ver cert) of customers' 
Danks are now re-deposited on Special Accou 


On the other hand, 
Gdeposiue an trading 
nts with the Commonwealth 


Banks and as trading banks now hold £76 million in Government 
securities they require a much smaller proportion of cash and short 
term securities than thev did before the war. 
NINE TRADING BANKS - BUSINESS WITHIN AUSTRALLA.’ 

Weekly Averages — i ee) on 


eee 


Deposits , Gov't & Special “Ratios to Deposits 
at credit/Advances Municipal A/c. reas Cash Ad- Cash Spec- | 
Month | of - b to Securit- | with ' -ury | ivan & aL 
Customers Customers: ies ‘ Common-Bills IK-ces.Trea- Acc 
wealth | sury ount 
poner et | e Bank | ak Bi isnt eee 
| ; | per ' per peri 
: | j cent cent ‘cent | 
Bee? seo. | 315 | 296° | 20 - ae ee ee 
1945 sep. 580 | 208 109 | 220 | 64 , 391 36/47 | 3a | 
1946 Sep. 622 jh ae 254 PR eS | Eien 0 a) 
\1947 Apr. . 659 fo 1 eee | 280 | 2056) fy eee 43 
HEVe i «65. | 286 84 280 19° 356) Bs HZ | 
| fan 68 290 ; 81 | 275 | 4h OSs h ioe aa 3 | 
gal. 633 305,. |... 78 | 253 41.1361) 48 | 7 LO | 
| Aug. ; 629 308 1 75 | 2,0 beta paleo AMIS eae 38 
| Sep. | 639 SiGe dln 1 6G. wAeoe.. | be } NO esis 
i Reig ation ae Pcs Serene eer. 


4h 
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AMOUNT OF CHEQUE TRANSACTIONS; 


YS Ee dl Fo ee | 


Since September. 1945, records have bcen kept of the 
total amounts detitedstoacosunts of customers of all trading banks . 
This represents virtually the amount of transactions settlod by 
bank cheques, 


Comparisons are as follow:- 


NEW SOUTH WALES; AVERAGE WEEKLY AMOUNT OF CHEQUE TRANSACTIONS 
Private accounts excluding Government 


Month of Three Months 


September endcd September 
& million i ‘nal ILL aLonays: 
194.5 15,6 Gx) 
1946 Diao) Dy O 
Toy. 6, Uy 63,9 


(x) Not available 


INTER-BANK CLEARINGS, SYDNEY. 


Inereascd business activitics and higher prices are 
Peficcted in the rising turnover of the Sydney clearing house. 
Inter-bank clearings rose from £124 million in the September 
quarter of 1945 (monthly average) to 5162 million and 3173 million 
in the same poriod of 1946 and 197. Howcver, the rate of inercase 
fie slowed down during the current year, indicating that. the 
business expansion is now proccuding at a more imodcrate pace than 
last year, 


Poreentage Increase 


Period ie 2 ON es Sem prey lousmyean 
ies ee ons a ONO. Sie 
March Quarter | | 130 153 | «13% 138%, 
_ dune Quarter 19 WOT  S1GGS Is Mane. 
September Quarter | 123 — 162 Wg 32% 7% 
Miccember Quarter |. 128) 168 3 | 34% | 


| 
| 
i 
| 
! 


| 


es 
AUSTRALIAN NOTE ISSUE; 


In the months preceding the outbreak of war % 193°, the 


Australian public held about £33 million in bank notes as cash 
currency, 


ae At the time Japan entered the war at the end of 1941 
this amount had risen to £66 million. Before the end of 1912 

it had reached £100 million,and the peak figure of £2183 million 
was reached in October,19h, Notice was given in May,1945 of 
withdrawal from circulation of notes exccéding £10 denominations. 


By the end of the war (August 1945), the amount of notes 
held by the public was £168 million. During the two succecding 
years it rose again to £185 million by August, 1947. At that time 
it was mooted that the existing issuc might be withdrawn and replaced 
by a new issue, Although no action was instituted, the amount of 
notes retained by the public fell to £175 million by the carly part 
of October, 197. 


SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS: 


Now deposits lodged with the Savings Bank:: in New South 
Wales amounted to £15.3 million in September, 1947, the highest 
figure since §wity,1946 while withdrawals with £13.7 million 
remained at the level of carlier months, so that total deposits 
rose by £1,600,000 to £232.7 million during September, Thise 
rise in new deposits seems to be due to a dishoarding of notes 
during September following rumours that the Government might replace 
current bank notes with a new issue. The note issue in Australia 
decreased by £9.5 millions during September, Some of the notes 
sccm to have been dcposited in: Savings Bank accounts,an@ others used 
for the purchase of Savings Certificates or changed into silver coins. 


NEW SOUTH WALES SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS 


aa Deposits Withdrawals. Nct Increasc(*)N. 5.W. (AUSTRALIA 
‘lodged ‘made during or dccreasc(-) total [All Savings 
Month ‘during | Month , in savings Deposits; Banks 
‘Month =! Total 
cle |e een eer we) rove oes 
1939 Scptember | - - re - 86.6 | eH. 3 
1945 Scptcember 13.0 | 10.2 | ++ 2.8 207 25> 59860 
1946 May cope Seen Camere res lee ak coe) PeeG eee 652.5 
| June Vedlie-6 oe see +O0.4 25236) 652.6 
_ Interest added; (3.6) | | eee 663.6 
July | 16.6 15.5 | ied Pies) 666.6 
August Peo ie ties | -0.3 237.0 | 666.9 | 
September |13.2 ! 144 24.2 , 235.8 | 664.8 | 
1947 May 4258 1 45,6 | -0.8 ; 228.5 | 650.3 
June oe eteoany : -1.0 22a | 649. u. 
Interest added! (3.9) | | 251.4 | 660. 0 
July | 14.6 dS este eee 661.0 | 
August 19 1545 | 0.4 231.4 | 664.5 
September | 45,3 eas 4014.6 i 2oc.4 ml 66u.. 4 


| ae a 


| 


13. 
NEW SOUTH WALES ACCOUNTS: 


State accounts for the first quarter of the current 
financial year showed a dcficit of about &£/00,000, as against a 
surplus of about £300,000 for the Septombcr quartcr of 1946. This 
deficit is mainly duc to the rising expenditure for the State's 
pe undertakings which is only partly compensated by highcr 
revenue. 


NEW SOUTH WALES GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTS FOR THREE MONTHS ENDED SEF TEMBaR, 
£& millions 


|____REVENUE 4 : .___ EXPENDITURE Hohe. = ASN 
[From Commonwealth x 4.3 |; 4.3 (\Net dcbt charges Pisa . 

iState taxation /1.8 !' 2.3 ‘Governmental men!) 6.6 | 
\Othcr Governmental 11.8 / 1.8 (Business Undertakingsxx 7.8 235 
|Busincss Undertakingsxx9. Ome ae a) 
|. Total Revenue H72> 1658. | Total mxpendi ture wee a ee 


x Reimbursement of taxcs, payments towards interests and hospita 
benefits, 
xx Railways, Trams and Buses, Maritime Services. Excludes dobt charges. 
Accounts of the Road Transport and Traffic Fund are not included. 


COMMONWEALTH ACCOUNTS; 


Commonwealth accounts for the first quarter of 1947-8 
showed a surplus of £13.5 million comparcd with a deficit of 
£11.4 million in the corresponding quarter last year. 


Commonwealth tax receipts during the September quarter of 
1947 cmounted to £91.7 millions, or £8 million more than in the 
same period of 1946, Both customs and excise collections rcachcd 
record levels in September; the effcoct of recent imoort restrictions 
Will not be reflected in customs reccipts for some months. 


Defence and post-war charges requircd £36.4 million in 
1947 as compared with £56 million in 1946 (Septembcr quartcrs cach 
year). Srxcial serviccs and departmental costs were higher in 197. 


Treasury bill circulation during Scptembcr, 194.7 increased 
Dye. 9 million to £248:3 million (6316.6 million at the end of 
September, 1946). 


COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMEITi ACCOUNTS FOR THREE MONTHS ENDED SEPTEMBER, 
& millions 


Mm Revenue Eek pce nad Gn te os ae 
= Item abs Ltom 19L6-L.7 19U7-LS 
| {Social Services 16 | 46853 
i Customs & Excise SES 29.6 Tax Rcimbursed to | | 
; Sales Tax pe Ono” 7 EO 52) 4 States ei ole i/o: 
| Income Tax i 3.9 ) U7. 1Other Payments to : 
i Payroll Tax Bin Blew States eee oy # esol 
| Other Taxes (eed es Mi (Posen Off lee (2s On = Deere. 
| Total Taxation ES ae ay iOther a eo iced 
Post Office ii (e2 taco  Selr-palancins (a Onn ee) 
| Other ee . Bs ‘Total of above [ 676 = boson 
@) O 


Sclf-balancing (2) jana Get | 22 {Defence & War II-(b) 56.0 | 36.) | 
ae REViNUE | 93,4 | 105.8 |Total Expenditure | 104.8 | 92.3) 


(a) Revenue from flour, wheat and wool charges, carmarked for assistance 
and promotion of wheat and wool industries, 

(b) Includes £11.4 million from loan fund in 1946-47, and payment from 
Pevenue of £135.5 million to eredit of loan funds in 1947-6, 


Alt 
REAL ESTATE TI oral nae S.W.): 


The value of property salcs (as shown by registercd 
transfer documcnts) Serer £5.3 millions a mMontriin the 
Scptcnber quarter of 19l47.. That is slightly less than in the 

September quarter of 4946, DUG renee than in the first two 
quarters of 1947. The present nuiber and valuc of property sales 
execcds the pre-war level by about two-thirds. : 


REAL ESTATE TRANSACTIONS (N.S. W, 
_____(Giionthly Averages) a 


| ene a ne te 


Period Sales —S—Ss—Cs~«SCSCéWMr bgaigres | 
pee Ree NU bOr. i _Consideration | Consideration 
| : Smid, emill. | 
1936 Year i petyeee Sele Bed 
| (SS ea 4, 251 235 0,84 
11946 " | Gy 7oe Ls 2 | Heaps 
_ 1946 Sept, Quarter By 102 5.37 | DAG 
| Dee, Or, | 7,681 DOr 2,20 

194.7 March Or. Ls 6590 sy, ! 1.96 

| Junc Qr. | 6,396 hy, 32 | 2.02 
| July | 7,918 : 5. 33 PAGS 
| August | 6,860 | 5. 35 | Oe a 
| September ieTeee aon | 5.2 | ae | 
eee fel Mie a 


SYDNEY STOCK EXCHANGE; 


The economic crisis in Great Britain and the announcement 
of further import restrictions had caused a drop in share prices 
at the Sydney Stock Exchange in August but this weakness was 
overcome carly in Scptember. Prospects of a record wheat harvest, 
the high prices rcalised at the wool sales and the Commonwcalth 
Budget proposals to abolish the war-time (Company) Tax and reduce 
sales tax rates all combined to create an optimistic atmosphere 
which was reflccted in substantial riscs in industrial and 
pastoral shares, Although there were increased salcs in these sharcs 
priccs rcemaincd firm throughout the month, the industrial shares 
index reaching a new record level of 3532.1, a rise of 1 3% Sance 
December, 1916, Decercases in shares of a forry compeny and two 
insurance firms caused falls in the public utilitics and insurance 
indcxcs in August and September. 


INDEX OF SHARE PRICES - SYDNEY 


Prices of Ordinary Shares (Excl, Bank), Par velue = 100, 
Compilcd by N.S.W. Govt. Statistician) _ 


| -Manufact-. Public | ‘otal 75 | 54 | 
| Month j,uring & | Retail; Utilit Pastoral Insurance Companies jfActive | 
.Distrib- | _cics _ Finance ' | Shares | 
i ao rp Beg ae eee 
1939-hug, | 212; a IGSeD 56,00 |. AdG.e: )1.265,9° | 17a | ee 
W942-Mar, ; 173.0 438, 5 bA2O. Ge) TONS I 21507 1 tO Ge ea ee 
O945-Aug. | 22.3 207.3 :170. 3 | Th6.8 | ) 26b.6:. |. 195956 1) 2eg7ow 
W946—Dec. : 292.4 | 251.6 197.3 + 160.7 | 322.5 | 229.7 | 2h7.2 | 
fely-gan, | 307.8 ‘+ 289.0 p202no | 16505 1° ~5u5, 8 | eM rismaey Ba islel | 
| May | 329.2 Pole 31196, 9 | 172,60 ieee OMe = 257.1 | Ze 
| Jon, | 330.4 {318.7 1194.9 | 171.0 | 01,0 Sebel lepers 

pe) 327.8 | 545.1 1194.5 | 167.7 , 408.8 | 25720 | 270st| 

Aug. 325.0 (304.9 (190.4 ; 164.6 | 06. 8 25 2n0) ian cole 

Scp. | Boos | 306.4 1187.9 | 5 | 


>. 168.8 | 399.6 2oea 26k, 
a poten eth eee nts Le OOS A oe 
Note: 5 rostricting trading and price movements in company 


sharcs imposed in February, 1942 with subscqucnt amendments werc 
rescindcd in January, 1947. 


15. 


The Comnonyealth benk's 

Tadexeofi bank shares ‘(besed on the average 1936-57 to 
ie o-59= (OO eroes, orem t21,3- in January, 1917 to 129,7 in May, 
and fell to 118 in August and 115.5,in September. Subscqucnt to 
announcement of the Banking Bill (1947) ,Commonwealth Bank cntcred 
the market to buy trading bank shares not otherwisc taken up, at 
priccs ruling at 15th August, 1947, and purchases at a cost of 
about £100,000 have been madc on behalf of the Comaonwealth Bank 
between August 46 and October 22. Some of the funds from former 
bank sharcholders will be available for rc-investinent and will 
further strengthen the demand for other shares. 


RETAIL TRADE (Large Sydney Stores) 


Comparcd with corresponding months of the previous year, 
the value of retail sales continues to increase, the rate of 
growth in June, July and August, 1947 being faster than in the 
previous quarter, Valuc of sales for August, 19:7 was B7% above 
August, 1946 and 70% above August, 1945; sales for the threc months 
ended August, 194.7 were 2°% higher than for the same period of 196. 


The value of retail sales now is about 80% higher than in 
1938-39, However, most of this increase is caused by higher prices, 
as shown by the rise in the index for clothing priccs (sce par. 

on Retail Price Indcx below). 


oe DE CV LONG Cares Pee ee 


‘Thrcc Months ape PuUE OF SulaS | Wie OB STOCKS ae 
| 5 ‘ Oh. \ Q) } Mio 4 6 Shy 
a i ae Saas aN 
| January eee Eee | Jenuary | - 6 +39 
' Pobruary pe aes. tees | Pcbruary | -10 PD nas 
i March | 37 lL i5 | Maren | pata +38 : 
| April eee | +i i April | =43 | age a 
| Mey Selo eet | May e438 ee 
| June | 4 35 i 449° | June | = 8 | ee oe 
| July eae eae | July tees ; +29 | 
pes | +27 | 422 ! Lugust es Toe ae 
Hag BU eset 3 i ise 


—— Sa Saree SOSeEEEE os ot Sa SR DRSITA SRE RD 
(ay three months moving average ended month shown. 


Comparing August, 1947 and August, 1946 value of sales 
inereased in all departments, particularly in the picce-go0ds, shoes 
furniture and hardware sections. 


ARGE SYDNEY STORES 


Percentage inercase August 1947 comoarcd with August 196. 


Sales Stock Sales Stock 

ee % Ge 
Picce Goods 20 og Furniture L.O 75 
Women's Wear WS 15 Hardware 26 3, 
Men's Wear 9 De Food & Perishables - 2 2h 
Boots & Shoes _12 232 Misecllencous Si? ee 
teva! Clothin 
Mieicce Goods. Sige ale Aciassee eee 


Therc has been a considcrable rise in the valuc of stocks 
hela by rétail storcs during the current year, but allowance must 
be made for the risc in prices and for the fact that stocks of 
slow-moving luxury goods rathcr than stocks of staple lines hive 
inercascd. A general survey of stocks in retail stores during thc 
scptembor quarter of 1947 showed that there hes been a general 
improvement in physical stocks of clothing, footwear cna hardware 
since the Junc quarter, but the Majeriny of shops still held only 
2 third or less of whet thcy considcrcd normal pre-war stocks in 
most current Lincs, 


16. 
RETAIL PRICES AND WAGES; 


ihe "CE" sserres retoil price index (Sydney) for el] iteme 
WaS about 25% above pre-war level in June 194.3 ,when price 
stabilisation became effective, and rcmained at this lcvcl until 
the sccond half of 1946. During thet period a rise in clothing 
priccs, partly because of highcr import prices, was compensated 
by lowcr food prices duc to Government subsidies. During 1947 
Clothing prices continued to rise and the food indcx also advanecd 
by 8% (betwcen September quarters 1946 ana 1947) mainly due to 
higher priccs for tea, flour, potatocs, and mutton. The 
"misecellancous" index,which cmbraccs household goods and fucl and 
light costs,also rose by 7% during this period. 


"C" SERIES RETAIL PRICE INDEX, SYDNEY 


- ee inereasces Trom September Quarter, 31959 suo. 
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The basic wage for Sydney which had been 25.10, O since 
May, 1947 rose to £5.12.0 as from November, 1947. Tiis compares 
With £4,1.0 in August, 1939, 64.18.0 in May, 1943 and 45.4.0 1 
Novembcr, 1946, and includes the special inecrcase of 7s. granted 
in December, 196. 


tile 
PART III: RURAL INDUSTRIES. 


THE SEASON; 


Most of the State's sheep and wheat districts have 
benefited from excellent rainfalls during July, August and 
September, Mild weather during ; September and October has further 
favoured winter-sown crops and prospects for the wheat harvest 
are promising. The pasture and water supply position in pastoral 
districts is favourable and stock generally in good condition. 
Rainfalls in coastal dairying districts were light during September; 
pastures and stock there have been adversely affected by the dry, 
cold wintcr but uscful rainfalls were recorded in these districts 
during October. 


RAINFALL INDEX, NEW SOUTH WALES. 
Weighted average ratio of actual to normal rainfall. 
a Normal rainfall cach month = 100, 
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Ne Northern; C. Central: S, Southern; W,. Western. 


MOOL: 


Receipts of wool into New South Wales storcs during the 
first quartcr of the current season Paeatied 345,000 Dales. om 
62,000 bales less than for the same period of 1916, Auction salcs 
this year began earlicr than last year and by the end of September 
170,000 bales had been sold or shipped cx store, At tne cud. os 
Scotember, 14947 215,000 bales were left in store awaiting disposal. 


MOVEMENT OF WOOL STOCKS, JULY TO SEPTEMBER, 
N.S.W. Stores _ excl, 1, ALbary = y_— Thousand - Bales 


—_ | i TOu7 ate ee 
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Pull clcaranccs at rising. priccs werc cffcetcd «t sales 
in Sydncoy, Newcastle and Goulburn in Septcmbcr and October. Buyers 
from the Unitcd Kingdom, the Contincnt (Franco & Belgium) and 
Austrelia comoctcd strongly; Amcricen demand so far has not been 
strong but the finer types sought by thcm will not be offercd till 
later in the season. suo parccls of the Wool Reclisation 
Commission's stocks of ‘old wool' were also cleared. The strength 
of the markct is indicated by the fact that of 377,000 bales sold in 
Australia during the Scptembcr quarter only 4,000 werc bought-in by 
Joint Organization as not reaching thc rescrve price limit, 


(hee 


The average price realised in Sydney in September was 
323d per lb. greasy (see note xx below table) as compared with 
an average price of 23.3d for the 1946-47 season and 10,3d for 
the last pre-war season. 


_______AV#RAGI PRICE FOR GREASY WOOL - sydney 
Year ended 30th June! Pence | Nees pence 
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x On basis of Pritish Government contract, 
xx Average that would be realised if whole clip were sold at 
sydney price levels of that month. 


The great rcscervoir of as yot unsatisfied world dcmand 
for woollen products and the gradual restoration of woollen mills 
in the war-affected countries are expectcd to sustain the demand 
for wool at present levels for some time. Supplics of wool have 
been affectcd in Australia and elsewncre (U.S,A., Great Britain) 
through the reduction in flocks in reccnt years. The number of 
shcep in New South Wales hats fallen from 57 millions in 19 to 
43 millions in 1947 (31st March); drought losses have reduced the 
merino flocks in particular, and thcre has becn a marked switching 
from merino breeding to fat-lamb raising so that thc vronortion 
of high-grede mcrino wool for which the demand is strongest is 
declining. In 1939 84% of the New South Wales flock were pure 
merino, 28 against 72% in i947. 


WHEAT; 


Good rainfalls and mild wcether were expcricnecd in the 
wheat districts of New South Wales in September, and a record 
harvest is assured, The New South Wales Division of Marketing hes 
forccast that 120 million bushels will be harvestcd in Ncw South 
Woles from 5,500,000 acres, with on average yield of 21,6 bushels 
per acre, This forccast, however, substantially cxeccds cstimates 
of 90 million to 100 million bushels made in various other informed 
quemuerdg, The avernce yicld per aere included im the TPorecast 
Breatly exceeds all previous records, and the area forecast exeecds 
thet shown by returns collected under the Census Act from every 
wheat grower at the time of sowing. Thcse returns showed that 
epproeximately 5,200,000 acres would be harvested for grain. 


The previous record crop was 79 million bushels (16.4 
bushels per acre) in 1932-33 and the previous record yicld per acre 
wos 17.8 bushels in 1920-21 (total crop 554 million bushcis), 


An average yield in the vicinity of the record of 18 bushels 
per acre for the current harvest would result ina crop of the 
order of 95 million bushels. 


Preliminary estimates arc that the Australian Wheat Crop, 
jely-48 will be in the vicinity of 215 million’ to 255 million 
bushcls. 


It appears that Australia will have an export surplus from 
the current crop in the vicinity of 150 million to 170 million 
bushels, This will help to alleviate the world food shortage and, 
with the ruling high priccs in the world markets, cnsurc high returns 
to growers and bencfit Australia's balanec of payments position, 


Ae). 


The United States 1946-7 crop t 
Million bushels, cies an all-time rccord (1, 


156 
Dm 19H5-NG6), ond the Conadian crop about 359 


totalle 


ant IIL at sijel 


Gd about 1 OF 
Million bushels 
bushels 


(319 million bushels in ama Diu, Weealee 3 “bhe depletion od, 
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«s the Buropean crop was very poor, 

With the rising world market price for wheat, the 
Gtrserence between Australian domestic and export prices has preatly 
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DALRYING: 
Seasonal conditions in the coastal dairying districts 
have becn unfavour Plc and butter production in the three months 
ended Scptember 1947wasalmost cs low as in the GPOUsht PErIoeG SF 
hast year. 
PRODUCTION OF BUTTER IN FACTORIES, NEW SOUTH WALES 
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Mite euppires vo the mebropolitan aren began to fall off 
during the sccond half of September. Whole milk supplies to the 
Milk Board (Sydney Suly) totalled 3.26 million gallons for the four 
weeks ended 16th Octobcr, 1947, as against 3.63 million gallons 
during the previous four weeks. The han on thc use of ercam for 
other than approved purposcs was re-introduced cs from 1st Septcmbcr: 
conscquently eream consumption which had amounted to a milk 
ee lent of about 120,000 gallons a week in Januery and fallen t3 

ae 55,000 gallons a wool toweras the middle of the yeor dropped 


to 5,000 gallons a weck in Scptembecr, 
MILK SUPPLIED TO MILK BOARD - SYDNEY 
= ee Pour-weckly peri en eae 
ire he Seat 
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Whole Milk =a RO. a 4 3, Ud 3,9 “7 3.5 © S.cs0 ee cor 
su rect Cream(Milk | | 
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MEAT: 


Beef and veal production in New South Wales declined 
during the war from 181,900 tons a year (average 1937-39) to 
134,400 tons in 1945-6. After some improvement in 1946-h7, 
production in August and Scptember, 1947 fell back to the 1945-6 
fevyel. Production of mutton,which was considerably increased during 
bie war, has been affected in 1945 and 1946 by the reduction in 
flocks owing to drought and since then by the great demand for lambs 
for restocking. 


Production of canned meats in New South Wales was increased 
from 1,500 tons to 11,900 tons between 1938-39 and 1945-6. Aftcr 
mnie Cessation of Hostilitics Australian and American Army orders 
were takcn over by the British Ministry of Food and various relief 
eeeomications. As these orders are gradually falling off (partly 
replaccd by shipments of frozen meat), production of canned meats is 
bernie reduecd, 


MEAT PRODUCTION -— NEW SOUTH WaLks 
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